D4 | Saturday/Sunday, September 8 - 10, 2017

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

DESIGN & DECORATING

PHOLSTERED WITH
overlapping Persian
Tugs, the roeption
desk that grects visi-
tors to the Beekman, a
mewish Manhattan boutbque hotel, ex-

the unique confemporary piece also
modds to the Victorian ers, when the
hatel's landmark structare was built
and carpets weren't wsed only under-
foot. Back then, rugs were sometimes
eonscripted to clad furniture, and the

&nmﬂlulmlmt‘u{urpec.

The ottomans inject color
and texture into an
otherwise neutral space,

Carpet Diem

Seize on this update of an old-fashioned practice: upholstering with rugs, minus the Victorian fustiness

Turkish wool rigs with contempo-
rary brass-covered bases; when de-
slgning interiors, she can install
them among mid-century-modern or
traditional furniture, typleally pair-
ing the stocls with plain jute floor
covering. The aftomans inject color,
texture and warmth into an other-
wise neutral space.

Artisans in Istanbul

Sent Sofia, And London's Guinevere

Antiques specializes in covering new,
cube-like chests of drawers with an-
tique eotton dhurries.

“Clients often have old rags or
other heavier textiles sitting in stor-
age.” saidd Frances Merrill of Los An-
wedes firm Reath Design, whe cited
as incentives for recycling carpets on
custom upholstered pleces. 1 like the
fnded calors you can get with a vin-
tage rup.” she added.

Krista Nye Nicholas and Tami
Ramsay of Cloth & Kind Interiors
sought vibrancy when they recently
«covered an ottoman in & vintage hot-
pink-and-orange frazada for & con-

temporary near Athens,
(Ga. The thickly woven wool fibers re-
The iclination of Westerners to ‘tained their cobor, and the eye-pop-
15t rugs off the floor dates foat least  ping stripes, traditional in Bollvia,
the 15th century, Coveted examples read as moders. “The beauty of vin-
imparted from the Middie East were tage rugs is that they've already been
oo precious for even the wealthlest well worn,” Ms. Nicholas noted,

to walk on, 5o the textiles

swathod furniture or hurg on the
wall. The sumptuous rugs that drape
tables in Vermeer's still lifes—and do
the same thing amid steamy lovemnak-
Ing in “Tulip Fever,” a new film set in
ITth-comtury Holland—aren't merely
contrived props. Bat it was well-
heeled Victortans who began upbol-
stering their softly rounded chairs
and sofas with Oriental rgs, often
skirting the seats with loag fringe.

Today's versions offer a less
Fussy alternative. Ottomans created
by Calabasas, Calif.-based Amber
Lewis, for example, juxtapose old

“which makes them ideal for spaces

Vermeer) and save the most precious
rugs for walls and tables.

BENCH WARMER
A vintage Trkish
woal rug tops &
contemparary base.
Chautasguas
$31.295, Shappe
by Amber interiors,
P4T-226-3898
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CLEAM SWEEP // MODERN, STREAMLINED TAKES ON A VENERATED TECHMWIQUE
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